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up stands the frowning stronghold of Bowancliz in the
very heart of the Kurdistan highlands. From Rowandiz
the southern track over the hills leads through Kerkuk,
the chief place in the Little Zab basin, to Sulaimanieh,
on a head-stream of the Diala, which, though of recent
origin (1778), has acquired great importance, thanks to
its strong strategical position near the Persian frontier.
Sulaimanieh, which is also a flourishing centre of trade
for the surrounding populations, is a typical Kurdish
town of some 2500 houses, "nearly all single-storied
with flat' roofs. The narrow, winding streets of the
bazaar, with the stalls on either hand, are shaded from
the sun by an arrangement of branches and leaves
stretched across overhead. The articles displayed for
sale reflect the tastes of these warlike Kurdish moun-
taineers, always fond of something bright and showy in
their accoutrements, and a good weapon by their side.
The principal manufactures are saddles and horse furni-
ture, shoes and leather-work generally, the leather being
cleverly dyed ,in various brilliant colours. A curious
assortment of flint-locks and guns, swords, knives, and
daggers of all shapes, round shields of bullock hide;
belts with a row of pouches for powder and bullets, and
felt saddle-cloths embroidered with coloured worsted,
made a very interesting display. A fair quantity of
Manchester piece-goods, cotton kerchiefs, etc., could be
seen; but to a Kurd, a Martini rifle or a good horse,
looted from some Arab 011 the plains, is of more value
than very many yards of cloth. Of eatables there was
the universal Kurdish drink of curdled milk called yaurt,
cheese, raisins, and several kinds of dried fruits, chiefly
plums and apricots " (Maunsell, $.).

Nearly midway between Mosul and the Persian
Gulf is situated the famous city of Bagdad, in what
was once one of the richest and most productive regions